
specified that the work of the committee shall be
limited exclusively to the investigation of the value and
uses of pharmacopeia! drugs.

OFFICERS FOR 1909.
The following officers were elected : President, F. H.

Gerrish, Portland, Me.; First Vice-President, A. D.Blackader, Montreal; Second Vice-Président, H. Van
Rensellaer, Albany, N. Y.; Third Vice-President, R. T.
Morris, New York ; Secretary, N. P. Barnes, Washing-
ton, D. C.; Treasurer, A. E. Gallant, New York;
Chairman of the Council, R. W. Wilcox, New York;
Vice-Chairman, E. D. Fisher, New York.

BookReviews

Green's Encyclopedia and Dictionary of Medicine
and Surgery. Vols. VI, VII, VIII and IX.
Edinburgh and London: William Green & Sons.
Chicago: W. T. Keener.
Volume VI of this encyclopedia, which we have

favorably reviewed in its earlier volumes, contains
articles from L to N inclusive, and includes
among its writers many men of much distinction,
among whom Gulland, Ballantyne and Osier are
conspicuous. Dr. Ballantyne has contributed all
the shorjfc paragraphs and most of the articles less
than a thousand words in length and is responsible
for the whole system of cross referencing, which
constitutes one of the values of the book. Vol-
ume VII takes the subject matter through the
letter N and into tlie letter P. The articles are of
the same general character as in previous volumes.
The VIII and IX volumes carry the material into
letter T. Every effort has been made to in-
corporate the most recent advances in the various
departments of medicine in spite of necessarily
limited space. There is but one further volume
to complete the work. In this the editor hopes
to be able to announce the approximate date of
publication of the " Quinquennium of Medicine,"
which will serve as a supplementary volume,
both to this encyclopedia and to the " Encyclo-
pedia Medica."

Text Book of Physiological Chemistry in Thirty
Lectures. By Emil Abderhalden, O. Professor
f\l=u"\r Physiologie des Physiologischen Instituts
der Tierarztlichen Hochschule Berlin und
Universitats-Professor. Translated byWilliam
T. Hall, Instructor in Chemistry, MassachusettsInstitute of Technology, and George Defren.
First edition. New York: John Wiley & Sons.
1908.
'Phis is a comprehensive volume of more than

seven hundred pages, and, as the title states, isdevoted to thirty lectures given by Professor
Abderhalden. The work is in no sense a labora-
tory guide, but it deals largely with the theo-
retical side of physiological chemistry; it is notintended, however, to embrace all the result of
physiological-chemical investigation.The reviewer is not favorably impressed with

the work as a textbook for the average medical
student. It will no doubt be found valuable for
reference and for advanced students of physio-
logical and biological chemistry. There is an
excellent bibliography. A word of praise is due
the translators, not only for the excellent trans-
lation of the German text, but also for their
good judgment in placing this volume within
the reach of the American student.

Operative Midwifery. By J. M. Munro Kerr,
M.B., C.M. (Glas.), Fellow of the Faculty
of Physicians and Surgeons, Glasgow; Obstet-
ric Physician, Glasgow Maternity Hospital;
Gynecologist, Western Infirmary; President of
the Glasgow Obstetrical and Gynecological So-
ciety; Late Assistant to the Regius Professor
of Midwifery, Glasgow University. With 294
illustrations in the text. Pp. 705. New York:
William Wood & Co. 1908.
This book is patterned on Robert Barnes'

" Lectures on Obstetric Operations." It repre-
sents the experience of the author and is written
in a colloquial style, though with a lack of that
clearness of diction which is characteristic of the
best English textbooks. It is essentially a book
for the elementary student of obstetrics rather
than the advanced student and the practitioner.
The illustrations of the pathological specimens are
uncommonly bad, the rest are fairly well executed,
the paper is of good quality, as is the printing, but
the binding is poor.

Gynecology and Abdominal Surgery. Edited by
Howard A. Kelly, M.D., F.R.C.S. (Hon.Edin.), Professor of Gynecologic Surgery at the
Johns Hopkins University; Gynecologist to
the Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore; and
Charles P. Noble, M.D., Clinical Professor of
Gynecology at the Woman's Medical College,
Philadelphia; Surgeon-in-Chief, KensingtonHospital for Women, Philadelphia. Illus-
trated by Hermann Becker, Max Broedel
and others. Two volumes of 851 and 862 pages.
Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders
Company. 1908.
This is a system book of two large volumes,the names of 31 authors appearing on the title

page. In this day of ponderous textbooks one
is not surprised to find that the two volumes weightwelve and a half pounds. Of the 31 authors,
16 contribute 25 chapters to the first volume, and
20 authors, 21 chapters to the second. The
faults of a system book are manifest in this work
as in all books made up of a series of essays from
many different pens, but there is to be noted less
of a disjointed character and less overlapping in
the first than in the second volume. Perhaps this
is due to the fact that the editors have written a
whole or a part of twelve of the chapters of the
first volume, and of only four in the second.Volume I contains many excellent articles,
notably those on the Pathology of the Repro-ductive Organs, by Elizabeth liurdon; Opera-
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